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Report – Tier III Division 2011
I would like to first offer congratulations to our Provincial winners:

Gold – High River Heat          Silver – CNP Ravens          Bronze – Medicine Hat Sun Devils

This season brought with it, a very successful Tier 3 provincials.  The Provincials were hosted by and held in High River.  A big thank you to the organizers and support team for a job well done!

The Tier III Division had 13 teams this year. There were no North and South Divisions this year as some teams applied to move up a division and were accepted, and the remaining North teams were absorbed into the Tier II North Division in an attempt to limit travel.

Four new teams joined the Tier III Division.  CNP Ravens, who went on to win Silver at the Provincials, Calgary Axemen Mavericks, Olds Stingers and Locoka Locos.

As I begin to reflect and write about the past seasons I like to go back and review my past reports.  Sadly the same messages need to be addressed each year.  On a positive note, I can cut and paste a lot!

It seems this Tier III division is taken seriously by only few teams.  Oddly enough the teams taking this division seriously do rather well.  Tier III is not the division it was years ago.  We are seriously committed to enrolling and developing new players as well as keeping players who love the game.  It is not a beer league and it is not a goon league.  Unfortunately bad reputations last a long time.  I think it is time for that old mentality to change.  It has to start at the top and work its way down to the players.  I personally find it hard to believe that communities and cities with populations 10 times the size of some of the more successful Tier III  teams in the division, have no Tier III teams due to lack of players.  I think the players are there.  I think they feel they are losers if they play on a Tier III team.  This is sad comment, both for the players and the game.

I feel the RMLL has to tighten up the protocol for entering into the league.  The Rules and Regulations are in place for a reason.  They have been cultivated over a number of years based on situations and experience.  This last season, was a season of extremely relaxed rules and regulations.  Although it kept a few teams afloat, I feel it negatively impacted more teams than it helped.  This is just not fair. 

 This season saw an increase in defaulted games and one team folding days prior to the season start.  I think this will be a matter to be brought up at the planning meeting and then addressed again at the AGM break out meeting.

The learning curve still remains.  It still appears to me that the learning curve is equally dispersed between player, coach and parent.  I feel that the player adjusts to the transition better than the coach and parent.  I firmly believe that honest open communication between everyone and the continued combined effort to keep these kids playing lacrosse is the solution to this transition problem.

 This year saw a continued co-operation and flow of information between the ALA, the ALRA and the RMLL to make sure the information pertaining to Major Lacrosse is available to all of the associations.  

The AGM Meeting is critical for new teams wanting to enter the RMLL and to the newer teams for maintaining a flow of information.  Attendance is equally important for established teams as their experience is valuable to share at the breakout sessions as well as being kept informed as to new rules etc.

This year saw another improvement from last year in decreasing the fights from previous years.  Hopefully we will remain working on skill development, work ethic and respect, for both coach and player.

The ALRA had agreed to work with us within the rules of the CLA/ALA/RMLL and focus on the instigator penalty.  It again was used sporadically this season, but it seemed to work when it was enforced.

I again, have great hopes for this division.  I look forward to its continued growth and development and hope for a better respect for the game.  Thank you to all that share our vision for this Tier III division and to those who have been such a huge source of help and support this past season.
Yours in Lacrosse. .Linda Robertson - Tier III Commissioner

