RMLL – Jr. B. Breakout Session – Saturday, October 23, 2004

Attendance:  Hamish Knox- Raiders, Barb Petz – Rams, Terry Dokken – Rams, Dave Guest – Titans, Pat Hancock – Titans, Bill Sucha – Jr. Mountaineers, Bill Wiesgerber – Shamrocks, Egan Buyer – Rockyview, Steve Howard – Red Deer, Garry Pattison – Warriors, Tony Materi – Warriors, Don Shields – Chill, Rick Brisbane – Jr. B. Commissioner

1. Prince George – Prince George has resigned from the RMLL alleviating the committee from the task of asking them to leave.

2. Expansion – Expansion is explained in detail in Appendix 1, Page 40 in Guidelines and Requirements.  Ask Rhonda to supply this info and attach to report. Additionally, ask Bill Weisgerber from the Shamrocks to talk about the sub-committee for expansion.  Rockyview, aster discussions with the committee, has opted to stay in Tier II for the 2005 season. Red Deer has yet to decide if they will field a Junior B team.  Deadline to apply is December 31, 2004. On a side note, it was brought up that referees continue to be an issue and hopefully will be addressed Sunday by the ALRA.

3. Schedule – Agreed that this year, there would be no 3 week layoffs, no 4 games in 6 nights, etc.  Now that we are a 6 team league, proposed that Saturday, Sunday and Wednesday be game days, floor time permitting.  Expand to 20 games – 10 home, 10 away.

4. Playoffs – Playoffs to retain the same format as last year: 1st vs 4th and 2nd vs 3rd.  Good formula.

5. Draft – No draft in Edmonton. Not necessary due to the fact that Edmonton and surrounding areas work on a club basis.  Draft still feasible in Calgary, however, would like to see players that play for one team i.e., Bandits, remain Bandits, and not shift teams each year due to draft. Concern raised about the amount of time it takes Junior A to set teams and release players.  Proposed that Junior A must set rosters of 25 players by April 1 deadline and release remainder of players.

6. Recruitment – Free to recruit anyone who is not affiliated for has been release by another club. Can recruit, through coaches and managers, from a lower level. But not, at the same level – considered tampering.

7. Founder’s Cup:  Founder’s Cup is an Invitation Tournament, until otherwise specified by the CLA. As such, this tournament has nothing to do with league play. So, in the event that all 6 teams wish to play in Founder’s Cup and are accepted by the Host City, then all 6 teams would be allowed to attend.  Committee put forward a proposal stating:  “Whoever is the highest ranking team in Junior B playoffs who is going to Founder’s Cup, should get the $1,000.00 grant from the ALA.”

8. Operating Policy – Bill Weisgerber from the Shamrocks will email all Junior T teams to nominate 1 person to sit on the committee to setup a workable Operating Policy for Jr. B.

9. Other Business

a) Standardization of Fees – Because each club operates differently, it is not possible to set a standard fee for games. Decision was made to leave this issue at each Club’s discretion.

b) RMLL Crest – Motion put forward to request a grant from the ALA to have an RMLL crest put on each Junior B Jersey. Motioned by Barb Petz, 2nd by Pat Hancock.

c) Game Videos – Motion by Bill Weisgerber that all Jr. B. teams pay $1200.00 each to have all home and away games professionally video-taped. Further motion put forward to have ALRA fund 50% of the cost as the ALRA can use these videos not only as a teaching tool for referees, but also as a disciplinary review. 2nd by Bill Sucha.

d) Grant – It was brought to our attention by Bill Wiesgerber of the Shamrocks that there are 2 government funds available to us as Lacrosse teams. This is only available to clubs who is registered as Association, i.e., Sherwood Park Titans Major Lacrosse Association.  SIP Grant: Alberta only, Can apply for this grant for such things as goalie equipment, etc. DIP Grant: Once in a lifetime grant from the government. (You request once, can never request again.) Can request $250.00 grant per player towards expenses. Each player must apply separately, but clubs can assist players in doing this. Could be used as an alternative to raising sponsorship funds. Available through: www.albertagovt.ab.ca then click on the fundraising site.

e) Coaches Clinics: - More coach’s clinics are required. For all teams attending Founder’s Cup, all coaches, asst, coaches and managers must have a minimum Level I in order to attend a National Championship.  Recommended that ALA provide coaching clinics to ensure that all teams attending Founder’s Cup are properly accredited

