Rocky Mountain Lacrosse League AGM Minutes

Saturday, October 5, 2002

Red Deer, Alberta

Agenda:

Due to Erin’s absence Jim Van Horn was asked to chair meeting.

Jim called meeting to order at 10:12 a.m.

Introductions of all present were held.

1. Roll call of member delegates

a) Executive Members

1. Chairman of the Board – Erin sent his apologies – Father is quite ill and has taken a serious turn for the worst.

2. Tier I Commissioner – Al Tate present

3. Tier II Commissioner – Jim Van Horn present

4. Executive Director – John Porteous present

5. Secretary – Rhonda Croswell - present

6. Treasurer – Charles sent his apologies

7. Referee In Chief  - Graeme Dales will be arriving after ALRA AGM

8. Scheduler – A.J. Jomha present

b) Association Delegates

1. CDLA(CMBLA) – Todd Lucas present

2. GELC – Tom Engel sent his apologies – A.J. Jomha representing

3. RDLA (RDML) – Jan Kirkaldy present

c) Team Representatives

1. Edmonton Outlaws – A.J. Jomha representing

2. Edmonton Miners – A.J. Jomha present

3. Edmonton Warriors – Toni Materi present

4. Red Deer Rage – Ed Flett present

5. Calgary Knights – Mark & Brent Dawkins

6. Calgary Mountaineers – Todd Lucas

7. Calgary Shamrocks – Todd Lucas

8. Calgary Warthogs – Wayne Sutherland present

9. Red Deer Renegades – Chris Williams present

10.  St. Albert Rams – Bruce Partington

11.  Sherwood Park Titans – Mike Golko/Calvin Zwack present

12.  Edmonton Warriors – Steven Vanderwater present

13.  Edmonton Blues – John Clark present

14. Calgary Bandits – Todd Lucas

15.  Calgary Rockies – Todd Lucas

16.  Calgary Rustlers – Todd Lucas

17.  Calgary Chill – Todd Lucas

18.  Okotoks Mustangs – Todd Lucas

2. Minutes of October 27, 2001 AGM -  Minutes were read – John Clark motioned that the minutes be adopted,. Seconded by Mike Golko. All agreed. Carried
3. Business Arriving from Minutes – no business arriving except for items that have already been put on the agenda.
4. Financial Report – See attached report.

 
 There are 3 outstanding bonds – Shamrocks, Warthogs and Chill – this was referred to New Business.  There are also 3 outstanding Association fees – Outlaws, Rams and Blues.  A.J. will check on the Outlaws and Bruce will check on the Rams. Al Tate motioned that the bank statement and financial report be accepted, John Clark seconded, all agreed.  Carried.

5. Reports from:

a) Chairman – Tabled until next RMLL meeting 

b) Tier I Commissioner – See attached report. John Clark motioned that the report be accepted.  Calvin Zwack seconded, all agreed. Carried

c) Tier II Commissioner – See attached report.  Jim motioned that his report be accepted, Bruce Partington seconded, all agreed. Carried. Jim Van Horn was thanked for the all the work he has done over the last 3 years.

d) Scheduler – See attached report.  A.J. motioned that his report be accepted, John Clark seconded, all agreed. Carried.

6. RMLL Fines –  Jim read report sent to Rhonda regarding outstanding fines – See attached report.  Rhonda stated the it was not a Renegades player fined, but a Rage player and this cheque has been sent.  Rhonda also received money from Al Tate to forward onto Charles for Bandits Player – Booth’s fine.  A.J. motioned that all fines must be paid on or before December 31st, 2002.  Failing that they will be paid out of the team bonds.  John Clark seconded, all agreed. Carried
7. Allstar Games

a) Tier I – All agreed that the concept was a great idea.  Game was intertaining. 2003 game is to be held in Red Deer. Question was raised whether we should continue.  

b) Tier II – Needs to be earlier in the season, as there were problems getting players.  Suggested possibility would be to host at the same time as the Tier I Allstar game.

An Allstar Committee to be struck consisting of both Commissioners, Scheduler and 1 other rep from each group (CMBLA, RDML, GELC) to come up with a proposal – tabled until next meeting.

8. ALA Registration -  Rhonda spoke on this issue. We need to comply with the registration date.  Problems with the ALA not having team registration and teams going to Nationals and not registered.  The issue of insurance comes up when teams are not registered.  Tabled to under New Business and add Registrar under positions.
9. Expansion Committee – See report attached.

a) Tier I Senior –  possibility of 2 new teams ( 1 south(Okotoks) and 1 north(Edmonton)
b) Jr. A. -  Much discussion was held on this topic.   A.J. stated that he went to those meetings with the full support of all the RMLL Executive and Directors . Calgary states at this time they feel they are competitive, not ready and do not have the organization in place.  The representatives from Calgary stated that they have never won a Founders Cup and the best they have ever done is 4th place.  Todd states that Calgary would like to host the Founders in 2004/2005. Todd has asked Jim Burke if the 2nd place team could go to the Founders Cup and found out the CLA would not allow this.  We need to have our proposal to the CLA by the end of  October. All present need to go back to their groups to see if another group will step forward.  The expansion committee will meet October 15th or 16th and review some alternatives.  Tabled until next RMLL meeting.
c) Tier II –  In the north 8 teams (2 Red Deer, 2 St. Albert, 1 Warriors, 1 Sherwood Park Titans, Blues, Wizards) – In the South (3)
d) Tier III –  - In the north 2 teams (1 Sherwood Park Titans, 1 Warriors.  In the south a possibility of 5-6 teams.)  Need to contact outlying areas to see what interest is there.  They also need to be invited to the ALA planning meeting.
It was asked that if a group has 2 teams within the same division do they have to be parity.  There is no parity in major lacrosse.

10. Referee Association – Graeme, Maurice, Marty, Larry and Vivian joined us at 2 p.m. – Graeme is the Referee in chief for Alberta.  We will work with the ALRA regarding the schedule for 2003.  Graeme stated that the ALRA are more then willing to work with the RMLL in regards to the the Jr. A. program.  Vivian spoke regarding outstanding fees.  The Blues and Outlaws are still owing and that the Rams owe for the mileage and meals – Bruce Partington will check on the Rams and A.J. wil check on the Outlaws The playoffs and Allstar game in the amount of $2,708.50 are also still owing.  Vivian will send the breakdown to Rhonda and Rhonda will forward them on. (Tier I directly to the ALA – Tier II – to Bruce Partington,  Allstar game to Charles).
11. Bylaws –  A Bylaws Committee consisting of Mark Dawkins (Chairman), Jan Kirkaldy and Tom Engel was struck to look at the recommendations of the Commissioners,other items such as: that all items are numbered properly, all items make sense, there are not loopholes and that all job descriptions are right.  Rhonda will check with Erin to see if the Bylaws were ever registered.
12. Scheduling  - nothing on this until all teams are in. – December 31st, 2002.
13. Promotion & Marketing –  It was suggested we look into the possibility of getting an NLL exhibition game in Edmonton.  A.J. will check on this.  John Clark is the chairman of this committee with the ALA – Todd will work with John.  It was suggested that we work on getting an email list and then all info could be forwarded on.  
14. Western Canada Championship – Mike Manson was thanked for his work on this even though he was absent.  It was not known why B.C. and Saskatchewan backed out.  In future we hope to see this grow.  The Sherwood Park Titans stated they would like to host this in 2003.  Contact names will be passed onto Mike Golko.  It was stated that Calgary needs to put the invoice into the ALA for the trophy.  The Trophy came to approximately $600.00
15. Playoff structure for 2003 – Tabled until the numbers of teams in each division are known.  January 31, 2003.
16. Provincials – Tabled until all teams have been put forth.
17. ALA Semi Annual Meeting – Rhonda stated that this meeting will be held in Edmonton on November 29, 30 and December 1 at the Holiday Inn Place.  Rhonda will forward the info onto all once she receives it from the ALA.
18. Nominations for Recognition by the ALA – Any nominations are to be forwarded to Rhonda prior to October 31, 2002, so that she may get the names into the ALA.
19. Election of Board Members for the 2003 Season

a) Chairman of the Board – Erin resigned position.  Rhonda nominated Angus, seconded by Al Tate, all agreed.  Carried.  (Rhonda will check with Angus to make sure he still wanted his name to stand).

b) Tier I Commissioner – Al stated that he would step aside, but since no one would let their name stand, Al stated he would do this for only 1 more season.  John Clark seconded.  All agreed. Carried.

c) Tier II Commissioner – Jim Van Horn resigned his position. John Clark nominated Rick Brisbane, A.J. seconded,  all agreed. Carried.

d) Executive Director – John Porteous resigned his position. John Porteous nominated John Clark, seconded by Mike Golko, all agreed. Carried

e) Secretary – Rhonda stated she would let her name stand.  All agreed. Carried.

f) Treasurer – Rhonda stated that Charles would let his name stand is no one else stepped forward.  All agreed. Carried

g) Scheduler – A.J. stated that he would let his name stand.  All agreed. Carried.

h) Referee In Chief – since this is voted on at the ALRA level – we don not have a say.

i) Registrar – Rhonda stated that since she needs to get the team lists this could be put down as part of the secretary’s duties.  All agreed. Carried.

20. New Business

a) Prince George – A.J. stated that he has received several calls from Dave Jenkins with regards to them joining our league.  All agreed that this would be a great idea.  A.J. will investigate this further and get back to the RMLL at the next meeting. It was agreed that we should invite Dave to the ALA planning meeting.

b) 
Bonds – Todd made a motion that the bonds reflect a cap for groups with multiple teams, new teams are expected to pay bonds, but other bonds repaid at end of that season.  Seconded by Calvin Zwack.  After much discussion motioned and second were rescinded.  Todd motioned that the Axemen Int. and the S.W. Int. bonds that the RMLL have in place be refunded.  Al Tate seconded.  All Agreed. Carried.  Rhonda will contact Charles and Jim Burke to get these refunds completed.

b) Registration –  All team (rosters) must have their lists into the Registrar on May 1st.  With the final list on July 1st.  Rhonda will work on the registration. Team rosters can be no more than 25 players – If you sign a free agent, then a team must release a player.

Next RMLL meeting will be held on Monday, November 4 – 5:01 p.m. Rhonda will set up teleconference call.  All agreed that this was a cost that is going to be incurred by the RMLL.

Meeting adjourned.

